
Can you teach British values? 
Yes – and here’s how…




Alan Newland



PART ONE  		


This section takes you through how to:

1. provide personal evidence for Part 2 of the Teachers’ Standards - specifically that you are ‘not undermining fundamental British values’

2. keep an audit of how you and your school are providing a spiritual, moral, social and cultural education - and by doing so, how you can promote fundamental British values in a positive and practical way.



[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The Values Matrix
[image: :::::Desktop:Screen Shot 2016-06-01 at 21.48.24.png]
         “We”
The values we acquire from school, community, faith group, wider society - of how to relate.
“”Me”
Personal, ‘foundational’ values that we acquire from parents and family - of how to behave.









“Us”
The values we idealize - religious, humanitarian, universal – that we aspire to.





Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural education (SMSC) should…
· enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence
· enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England
· encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the school and to society more widely
· enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and services in England
· further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire an appreciation for and respect for their own and other cultures
· encourage respect for other people, and
· encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England.
Activity: 	Identify a list of Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural education activities you seen going on in your school? 
Each has an example to start you off… (Don’t worry that some may over-lap categories. For example, playing in a Steel Band is both ‘cultural’ and ‘social’)
Spiritual						Moral	
	There are weekly ‘mindfulness’ classes after-school run by a parent-governor who also teaches yoga.   
	The school awards a termly prize for the pupil who has shown ‘outstanding kindness to others’


	
	



	
	



	
	



	


	



Social						Cultural	
	The school has a system of ‘playground buddies’ to foster friendship, sociability and conflict avoidance
	There is an after-school club for the kids to learn Steel Band music



	
	



	
	



	
	



	


	



Activity	Read through pages 4, 5 & 6 then consider all the Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural (SMSC) activities listed there.
Sort them into the relevant and appropriate ‘British Values’ categories (Democracy; The Rule of Law; Individual Liberty; Mutual Respect and Tolerance for people with different faiths & beliefs) in the tables below on pages 7 & 8.  (Don’t worry that some are relevant to more than one category. Put them in all that apply). 

1) Involving children in elections for a School Council - nominating candidates; devising a manifesto, organizing ‘political parties’, writing and making speeches, a ‘Question Time’ event, organizing the election, voting in a secret ballot, ‘the count’, the declaration etc
2) Football, Netball and other competitive sporting clubs - involve children in how they are organized eg. selecting captains, administration of fixtures etc 
3) Home-School Agreements or Contracts – involve the School Council in deciding the terms of the contract, how often it is reviewed etc
4) School links or visits to local Courts or school visits from lawyers – involving children role-playing in ‘mock’ courts, involving the School Council in resolving ‘civil’ disputes (compare the way Beth Din (Jewish) and Sharia (Islamic) communities do this)
5) The school’s ‘Behaviour Policy’ or class-based ‘Golden’ Rules – involve children in devising and reviewing the terms, involve the ‘School Council’ in a consultative reviewing role on rewards, sanction and punishments etc
6) Volunteering - working at local wildlife, wetlands or environmental projects;
7) Involving children & students in devising or reviewing behaviour policies - ‘The Five Cs’ / the Class Rules / ‘Golden Rules’ / The School’s Behaviour Policy
8) Organise ‘Circle Time’ - the well established format (pioneered by Jenny Mosley) for conflict resolution and group discussion of personal and social issues 
9) Involving children & students in the recruitment and selection of staff - a consultation group from the School Council, a consultative interview, consult on the job description or the advert
10) Involving children & students in ‘Focus Groups’ - consultations for introducing new school systems – eg: new lunchtime menus / re-organizing the playground / school rewards /sanctions / punishments 
11) Involving children & students in organizing visits to school by local politicians - writing letters of invitation to MPs, candidates of political parties or serving Councilors to talk about what they stand for and what they do, organizing a reception, organizing a “Question Time’ event etc
12)  Involving children & students in arranging a visit to the local Council Chamber - request a tour with the school’s local councilor, get an explanation of how the council works, interview the Lead Member for Education etc.
13)  Correspond with local MPs or Councilors – raise issues on a school or local matter arising out of the School Council or a Parent Governor etc.
14)   Recognition or celebration of religious festivals or secular events – like Christmas, Easter, Hannukah, Diwali, Eid, Baisakhi or Holocaust Memorial Day, International Women’s Day etc;
15)  Visits to places of worship – like churches, synagogues, mosques, temples; 
16)  ‘School Awards’ system – eg: ‘Citizen of the Week’; involve the children in deciding what categories and kinds of awards, how often they are awarded etc
17)  Organise ‘Joint Governor & Pupil Focus Group’ meetings - discuss and consult on for school governance, building maintenance or curriculum issues.
18)  Involving children & students in running and managing a school bookshop or ‘tuck-shop’ - organising applications and interviews for the posts of managers and assistants, choosing stock, stocktaking, advertising etc
19)  ‘Anti-Bullying Week’ - get children involved in devising activities or ideas to combat bullying
20)  ‘Playground Buddies’ - involve children in how they are nominated and appointed
21)   ‘Advocacy Assemblies’ & Campaigns - involve children in organizing appeals for local charities or supervised volunteering; fundraising for local, national or international charities eg: Red Nose Day, Sport Relief or Children in Need;
22) ‘Achievement Assemblies’ – involve children in nominating others (not their friends) for weekly recognition in various categories; “Citizen of the Week”;
23)   Cubs / Scouts / Girl Guides / Woodcraft Folk / Sea, Air, Army (CCF) Cadets - set-up a group based at the school or link with a local group to share facilities, activities and resources
24) School Debating Society – use the established format and methods to debate topical issues (eg, ‘global warming’, ‘the migrant crisis’ or ‘a tax on sugar’); 
25) A Philosophy Society – discuss and debate philosophical issues like “Why am I not allowed to swear?”; “Why am I not free to do what I want in school?”;
26) School links or visits to Local Civic Services – like Police or Fire Service - promoting understanding of their role and work, raising awareness of ‘keeping safe’ or career options
27) Recognition or celebration of Local events  - like local Council elections, mayoral elections, local marathons, country shows, local literary, film or music festivals;
28) Involving students in ‘mock’ elections for a General Election - devising a manifesto for children, choosing political parties, speeches & debates, ‘Question Time’, organizing an election, the secret ballot, ‘the count’, the declaration etc;
29) Make links with Local sports clubs – such as the ‘junior sections’ of things like local rugby, sailing or golf clubs, possibly use their facilities, get coaching etc;
30) The school’s ‘Religious Education Curriculum’ or ‘Anti-Bullying’ policy (et al) – involve the children in the drafting consultation process of reviewing school policies;
31) Recognition, celebration or engagement with ‘National’ events – like the UK General Election, St George’s, St Andrew’s, St David’s & St Patrick’s Days, Black History Month, Guy Fawkes Night, Burns Night, the FA Cup Final, the Grand National, Remembrance Sunday, Commonwealth Day, etc;
32) Recognition or engagement with European or International events – like the Six Nations, the Tour de France, the European Championships etc the United Nations, the Olympics, the World Cup, the US Presidential election etc


Democracy
	No.
	Activity
	Is it S,M,S or C ?

	1
	Involving children in elections for a School Council
	M, S.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



The Rule of Law
	No.
	Activity
	Is it S,M,S or C ?

	4
	School visits to local Magistrate & Crown Courts and school visits from solicitors and barristers
	M

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Individual Liberty
	No.
	Activity
	Is it S,M,S or C ?

	25
	Organising and running a weekly ‘Philosophy Society’
	S, M, S, C

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Mutual Respect
	No.
	Activity
	Is it S,M,S or C ?

	19
	Organising and involving pupils in an ‘Anti-Bullying Week’
	M, S

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Tolerance of those with different faiths & beliefs
	No.
	Activity
	Is it S,M,S or C ?

	24
	School Debating Society
	S, M, S

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Keep these tables in your teaching practice folder as: 
1. Evidence of you fulfilling Part 2 of the Teachers’ Standards (for tutors, mentors or Ofsted);
2. An audit of the school’s record of promoting fundamental British values. 


PART TWO  		


This section provides you with:
1.	
activities that enable you to reflect and discuss the nature and characteristics of:
· personal, societal and ‘universal’ values;
· British values and British identity;
· the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
2.
· some sample activities and suggestions for you to use (or adapt) to your own teaching context and classrooms;
· further reading, links and resources to take forward in your school.


Activity 		Virtues & Values - what virtues comprise your values?
Aristotle believed that developing virtues led to a ‘practical wisdom’ that enabled ‘flourishing’.
· Put a circle around each ‘virtue’ or ‘value’ that you consider reflects your own character. Be honest.
· Narrow them down to your 5 most ‘fundamental’ values - the ones that make you, ‘you’.
· Where, in your case, did they come from? Were you born with them or did you acquire them from others – like parents, school, your community, work?
	accuracy
	acceptance
	achievement
	adaptability
	adventure
	affection

	altruism
	ambition
	assertiveness
	attractiveness
	bravery
	boldness

	balance
	consistency
	curiosity
	calmness
	charity
	charm

	cleanliness
	commitment
	compassion
	completion
	cooperation
	contentment

	courage
	creativity
	dependability
	determination
	devotion
	dignity

	diligence
	discipline
	daring
	duty
	education
	efficiency
	
	

	empathy
	enthusiasm
	fun
	fairness
	fame
	family

	flexibility
	freedom
	friendliness
	frugality
	fidelity
	generosity

	grace
	gratitude
	humility
	humour
	happiness
	harmony
	

	honesty
	independence
	integrity
	Intelligence
	imagination
	justice

	kindness
	leadership
	liberty
	loyalty
	neatness
	mastery

	obedience
	open-mindedness
	optimism
	originality
	organization
	passion

	peace
	perfection
	perseverance
	popularity
	pleasure
	power

	privacy
	resilience
	reason
	resourcefulness
	reliability
	respect

	security
	sacrifice
	selflessness
	self-reliance
	spirituality
	service

	sincerity
	stability
	strength
	sympathy
	spontaneity
	temperance



Notes and ideas for use with your pupils: 
· How you would organize and manage such a discussion activity with children you teach?
· Choose the values or virtues from above that most closely reflect the inherent values of the subject you teach (literature, science, mathematics, sport, humanities, drama, music, art);
· Design a Crest or a Coat of Arms or a Flag based on your five personal values. 
· Choose the five values or virtues that you think most reflect by ‘Our Class’ or ‘Our School’ or ‘Our Town’ or ‘Our City’.

Activity  	20 Questions about your values 
Read through this list. Choose one of these to discuss with the person sitting next to you. Be prepared to explain or justify yourself. Five minutes (max) each.

1. What is the one thing you would most like to change about the world?
2. Do you always do what you believe in, or do you follow what your family and friends do?
3. If life is so short, why do we do so many things we don’t like to do and like so many things we don’t or never do ?
4. If life was to last only 30 years, how would you advise your child to live it?
5. Are you more worried about doing things right, or doing the right things ?
6. What one piece of advice would you give to your parents?
7. Would you break the law to protect a loved one?
8. How come the things that make you happy don’t make everyone happy?
9. What one thing have you not done that you really want to do?  Why not?
10.    If you were forced to flee this country, which country would you try to get to?
11.    Why are you, you?
12.    Have you been the kind of friend to others that you want as a friend?
13.    What one thing are you most grateful for?
14.    How do you know something is true ?
15.    Would you break the law to achieve your ambition ?
16.    Is it possible to know, without any doubt, what is good and what is evil ?
17.    Would you be willing to reduce your life by 10 years to become very attractive or very famous ?
18.    If we learn by our mistakes, why are we so afraid to make them?
19.    Would you behave differently if you knew nobody would judge your actions?
20.    Who or what do you love?  How have recent actions of yours expressed this love?
Notes and ideas for use with your pupils: 
· Select questions relevant to the subject you teach. Discuss the scope and methods of your subject with your class, for example: the relevance of Q14 to maths or science, history. Discuss Q17 in relation to music, drama or sport;
· Select questions to inspire writing a poem, short story or drama; eg: a poem or a short story about choosing a country to flee to; a drama about: “My best friend is a criminal…”; a speech about “The one thing I would like to change about the world”.


Activity 		What does it mean to be British?
National identities are complex but usually defined by a complex of language, custom, laws and culture.
Plato and Aristotle believed ‘values’ were passed on through ‘drama’ and ‘poetry’ - what today we would call ‘popular culture’ - theatre, literature, tv & film and other cultural and social activities.
Here is a list of social and cultural phenomena - customs, and laws commonly and stereotypically associated with the British. What do they say – if anything - about British values? Are they particular to or characteristic of the British? 
1. The BBC – its mission to inform, entertain and educate
2. An obsession with ‘the weather’ / Cheering for ‘the underdog’ / A love of pets and animals
3. British humour & comedy – Monty Python, Fawlty Towers, Dad’s Army, Only Fools & Horses, The Office, Gavin & Stacey, Fleabag
4. The Rule of Law (first established by Magna Carta) - ‘that nobody is above the law / property rights / the presumption of innocence’ / Habeas Corpus – ‘the right to a defence when accused of a crime / trial by jury’’
5. British pop music – The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, Punk. Adele, Ed Sheeran or your ‘British’ choices
6. Imperialism, Colonialism, The British Empire, The Commonwealth
7. The Slave Trade, The Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
8. British ‘reserve’ - queueing /a ‘stiff upper lip’ / saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ a lot
9. British festivals – The Proms/The Edinburgh Fringe/Glastonbury/Eisteddfods 
10. Historical events, legends and myths – Arthurian legends/Robin Hood/ Agincourt/Spanish Armada/Waterloo/Trafalgar/Dunkirk/The Battle of Britain/Enigma or your ‘British’ choices
11. The NHS and the Welfare State
12. British literature and drama – Chaucer/Shakespeare/Jane Austen/Robbie Burns/Dickens/Walter Scott/Agatha Christie/ PG Wodehouse/ Dylan Thomas/JK Rowling or your ‘British’ choices
13. British science – Newton’s Laws, Darwin’ Origin of Species, Fleming’s discovery of penicillin, Crick & Watson’s discovery of DNA etc
14. Warm beer, Scotch whisky, getting drunk, misbehaving in public
15. British sports & games – football, cricket, rugby, boxing, golf, horse racing, tennis, hockey, rowing et al - the history of codifying rules in sport
Discuss:
1: 	Choose one item to discuss with the person sitting next to you. After five minutes, discuss your partners choice. 
2:	We don’t like to ‘other’ people – but definitions of anything rely on what something is as much as what it is not.  Can you make a list of what it is not British or what it means not being British? 


Activity 	This is an outline of the ‘Union’ flag – the national flag of the United Kingdom.
Where does it come from?
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Notes and ideas for use with your pupils: 
· Explore the history of the Union flag and its design:
· Who designed it? Which countries are part of it (and which one is left out and why)? What do the colours and symbols represent?
· Use the outline of the Union flag to make a painting, poster or embroidery… 
· To design your own content - choose words, phrases, values, or your own colours and motifs that reflect either your values – all in a single unified, multi-layered flag;
· Make a visual art display – a fabric, video, painting, collage.

Activity 	Research and plan a drama session or an assembly that tells the story of the ‘wicked’ King John, the ‘noble’ Barons and the sealing of the Magna Carta in 1215.
King John ruled over England but spent all his money fighting wars in France. He paid for the wars by taxing the Barons of England, killing and torturing them if they failed to pay. Eventually the Barons rebelled and forced the King to attend them at Runnymede (on the banks of the Thames near Windsor) to concede 36 rights and ‘rules of law’ that were known as The Magna Carta (The Great Charter).
Notes and ideas for use with your pupils: 
· Engage your class in making ‘class’ or ‘school rules’ – a ‘rule of law’.
· Explore the history of the Magna Carta and the origins of the ‘rule of law’:
· Make props and costumes for the King and the Barons – swords, shields, helmets and heraldry insignia;
· Write a drama with the dialogue for the ‘wicked’ King John and the ‘noble’ Barons featuring the new rules of law;
· Invite a lawyer to school to talk about the history and principles of British justice (see the links attached)


Activity		The U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child   (simplified version).


Article 1 	Everyone under 18 has these rights. 

Article 2 	All children have these rights, no matter who they are - rich or poor, a boy or girl, able or disabled, where they live, what language they speak, what their religion or culture is.

Article 3 	All adults should do what is best for you.

Article 4 	The government has a responsibility to make sure your rights are protected.

Article 5 	Your family has the responsibility to help you learn to exercise your rights, and protect them. 

Article 6 	You have the right to be alive. 

Article 7 	You have the right to a name, and the right to a nationality. 

Article 8 	You have the right to an identity – an official record of who you are. 

Article 9 	You have the right to live with your parent(s), unless it is bad for you.

Article 10 	If you live in a different country than your parents do, you have the right to be together. 

Article 11 	You have the right to be protected from kidnapping. 

Article 12 	You have the right to give your opinion. 

Article 13 	You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others, by talking, drawing, writing or in any other way unless it harms other people. 

Article 14 	You have the right to choose your own religion and beliefs. 

Article 15 	You have the right to choose your own friends. 

Article 16 	You have the right to privacy. 

Article 17 	You have the right to get information that is important to your well-being. 

Article 18 	You have the right to be raised by your parent(s) if possible. 

Article 19 	You have the right to be protected from being hurt and mistreated, in body or mind. 

Article 20 	You have the right to special care and help if you cannot live with your parents. 

Article 21 	You have the right to care and protection if you are adopted or in foster care. 

Article 22 	You have the right to special protection and help if you are a refugee. 

Article 23 	You have the right to special education and care if you have a disability. 

Article 24 	You have the right to the best health care possible, safe water, nutritious food, a clean and safe environment, and information to help you stay well. 

Article 25 	If you live in care, you have the right to have your needs looked at regularly to see if they are appropriate. 

Article 26 	You have the right to help from the government if you are poor. 

Article 27 	You have the right to food, clothing, a safe place to live and to have your basic needs met. 

Article 28 	You have the right to a good quality education. 

Article 29 	Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. 

Article 30 	You have the right to practice your own culture, language and religion - or any you choose. 

Article 31 	You have the right to play and rest. 

Article 32 	You have the right to protection from work that harms you.

Article 33 	You have the right to protection from harmful drugs and from the drug trade. 

Article 34 	You have the right to be free from sexual abuse. 

Article 35	No one is allowed to kidnap or sell you. 

Article 36 	You have the right to protection from exploitation (being taken advantage of). 

Article 37 	No one is allowed to punish you in a cruel or harmful way. 

Article 38 	You have the right to protection and freedom from war.

Article 39 	You have the right to help if you've been hurt, neglected or badly treated. 

Article 40 	You have the right to legal help and fair treatment in the justice system. 

Article 41	You have the right to know your rights! Adults should know about these rights and help you learn about them, too. 

Notes and ideas for use with your pupils: 
· Debate the ‘pros’ and ‘cons’ of for example, Articles 12, 14, 16, 22, 26 or 37.
· In small groups, discuss and choose (by elimination) the five articles your pupils think are the most important of all. What are their ‘Five Fundamental Values’.  Express these in paintings, poems or speeches.
· Read the following books:
· We Are All Born Free – The UN Declaration of Human Rights in Pictures
· For Every Child – the UN Rights of the Child in Words & Pictures
· I Have the Right to be a Child – Alain Serres, Aurleia Fronty & Sarah Ardizzone
· Malala Yousafzai Warrior with Words – Karen Legget Abouraya




Useful links and resources:

Parliament Education Service	parliament.uk		
Young Citizens	youngcitizens.org
ACT Association for Teaching Citizenship	teachingcitizenship.org.uk	
National Justice Museum 		nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk
The English Speaking Union	esu.org	Advice and resources on how to set up a debating society 
The Philosophy Foundation		philosophy-foundation.org	   
P4C (Philosophy for Children)	p4c.com/teachers-guide  and  sapere.org.uk
Youth for Human Rights		youthforhumanrights.org
UNA – ‘Generation United Nations’	una.org.uk
Declaration on the Rights of the Child	unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
Amnesty International	amnesty.org.uk/primary-schools-education-resources		
Sported	sported.org.uk	 
English Schools Cricket Association	escaonline.co.uk			
Rugby Union		englandrugby.com/play
The Anne Frank Educational Trust	annefrank.org.uk
Give Racism the Red Card	theredcard.org
Kick it out	kickitout.org/take-action
Educate Against Hate		educateagainsthate.com
Maslaha  			maslaha.org		
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